
We would like to update you with news about The University of Texas at El Paso 
(UTEP) Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Program. We have had productive Summer 
and Fall semesters!

The UTEP DPT Program welcomed the DPT Class of 2021. 

MAY 2018

JULY 2018

AUGUST 2018

SEPTEMBER 2018

OCTOBER 2018

NOVEMBER 2018

DECEMBER 2018

Several students from the Class of 2020 
participated in an elective interprofessional 
training in Socorro and Ft. Hancock with 
Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT)  
students, and faculty from the DPT and MOT 
programs. The group provided care to 
residents in these underserved rural areas as 
part of a medical mission arranged by an 
interdisciplinary team of medical professionals 
from the Army Reserve. 

Dr. Justin Tallard (DPT Class of 2017) began the Sports 
Physical Therapy Residency at Houston Methodist. It is an 
outstanding accomplishment to be accepted into this     
competitive residency, and we applaud him for serving as a 
role model for our students.

Dr. Celia Pechak, Dr. Loretta Dillon, and their collaborator Dr. Emre Umucu (from the 
UTEP Rehabilitation Counseling Program) published an article entitled “Improving 
patient-provider communication: evolution of a tool to assess physical therapist           
students’ Spanish language proficiency” in Health Communication.

Students from the UTEP DPT Program won the American Physical Therapy 
Association’s Reach 100 Challenge. This is a nationwide contest promoting 
membership for student PTs and PTAs across the US. Desde las montanas hasta la 
frontera, aqui en El Paso, somos cien por ciento! (From the mountains to the border, 
here in El Paso, we are 100%!)

During UTEP Homecoming festivities, the College of Health Sciences and DPT Program 
honored Dr. Cynthia Fisher for her many contributions to our program. Dr. Fisher has 
been a long-term adjunct faculty member and supporter of the DPT Program.

Ten students from the DPT Class of 2020 participated in the Hope Clinic, a 
community-based health fair that serves individuals experiencing homelessness. In  
partnership with students from the UTEP School of Nursing, they provided foot screens 
and diabetic foot education to community members. Additionally, the Class of 2020 
completed a successful shoe drive in order to provide footwear for the clients who 
needed them. 

Dr. Celia Pechak was awarded the 2018 William Gould 
Memorial Faculty Award. The William Gould Memorial 
Faculty Award is awarded to an outstanding faculty member 
in Physical Therapy Education in Texas who has 
demonstrated excellence in that role. She is the second 
faculty member in the UTEP DPT Program to have earned 
this distinction; Dr. Loretta Dillon received this honor in 
2014. 

The DPT Class of 2020 participated 
in our largest case-based 
interprofessional education (IPE) 
activity to date with over 200 
nursing (undergraduate), nurse 
practitioners, occupational therapy, 
pharmacy, physical therapy, 
rehabilitation counseling, social 
work, and speech-language pathology students from UTEP, and medical students from 
the Texas Tech Paul Foster School of Medicine. This was an outstanding opportunity for 
students to learn how to address the needs of patients from vulnerable populations, 
and to learn about each discipline’s roles and responsibilities on an interprofessional 
healthcare team. 

Ana Paula Gonçalves Lionel (DPT Class of 2018), Vanessa 
Parra (DPT Class of 2018), Mark Agholor (DPT Class of 
2020), and Krystal Salinas (DPT Class of 2021) won the 
Student Bowl at the Annual Conference of the Texas 
Physical Therapy Association (TPTA) in San Antonio, Texas. 

Dr. Alvaro Gurovich and his colleagues published their research 
“Clinical markers of exercise intensity as a surrogate for blood      
lactate levels only during low-intensity exercise in patients with 
coronary artery disease” in the Cardiopulmonary Physical Therapy 
Journal.

Mayra Flores and Jon Tye presented a $2500 
donation to the Texas Physical Therapy 
Foundation at the TPTA Annual Conference on 
behalf of the DPT Class of 2020. This continues 
the tradition started by the DPT Class of 2012 
of financially supporting physical therapy 
research in Texas. 

Ana Paula Gonçalves Lionel (DPT Class of 2018) presented 
her  Capstone research poster entitled “Effects of corner 
sitting on the pre-term infant” at the TPTA Annual 
Conference. Her co-investigators include Dr. Cynthia Fisher, 
Kay Timbreza, NNP, and Dr. Michelle Gutierrez.

Dr. Michelle Gutierrez was awarded a $12,993 grant funded 
by the Christopher Reeve Foundation to support El Paso 
Recreational Adaptive Sports. This grant funds the            
purchase of adaptive sports wheelchairs for youth with 
paralysis in the Paso del Norte region to include Juarez, 
El Paso, Dona Ana and Otero counties. Students from the 
DPT Program will assist Dr. Gutierrez as part of their service 
and learning in the community.  

JUNE 2018

Dr. Rhonda Manning and Dr. Jason Boyle were awarded $3,245 from the Texas Physical 
Therapy Foundation to support their research project titled “An Observational Study of 
Reach Planning and Action in Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder Compared to 
Typical Developing Children”.  

The DPT Program held a Community Appreciation Dinner to thank the many               
community members who have contributed to our program over the past year, including 
our adjunct faculty, clinical   instructors, and community faculty.

We will celebrate the graduation of the Class of 2018 on December 15, 2018. (This will be 
our last cohort to graduate in December. Future cohorts will graduate in the month of 
May.) We congratulate all of them on this big accomplishment! We will miss you!

We thank you in advance for your ongoing support of the UTEP 
DPT Program! On behalf of the DPT students, we sincerely say 
MUCHAS GRACIAS and HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

The UTEP DPT Program Faculty & Staff

UTEP Doctor of Physical Therapy Program
Mailing address: 500 W. University Ave El Paso, Texas 79968

Stay up-to-date with the UTEP DPT Program at our Web site http://ww.utep.edu/chs/pt/ 
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter!

As we reflect on the many achievements of this past year, we know that we would not be 
successful without the countless individuals who have contributed their expertise, time, 
money, and other resources to us. We especially wish to thank our clinical instructors 
near and far who educate our students in the clinics, and the local clinicians who come to 
campus to assist with practical exams, do guest lectures, etc. We also are very grateful 
for the adjunct faculty and other presenters who offer important expertise in areas like 
Spanish, Women’s Health, and American Sign Language, and the Community Faculty 
who educate our students about their experiences living with a physical disability. 
Additionally, we thank our financial contributors to the DPT Program Gift Fund. 


